MEMORANDUM

DATE: October 27, 2022

TO: City Clerk Suzanne Mesich FROM: Council Member Kevin Dahl
W %’,ﬁ
SUBJECT: Agenda Item Request

On Sunday, September 11, 2022, the Arizona Daily Star published an article about a Tucson towing firm
(A & B Towing) that has been accused of seizing parked vehicles for no apparent reason and then
charging hundreds of dollars for their release. The article went on to state that the Tucson Police
Department (TPD) has received more than 200 reports from the public since 2019 involving the

same towing company.

Complaints say A & B tow trucks “cruise” the City at night, often on weekends searching for vehicles
parked on private property even if there are no visible signs warning drivers not to park there. The
company then demands $250 or more from vehicle owners who insist they should not have been towed
in the first place. TPD Captain Mickey Peterson was quoted in the article saying that “most drivers end
up paying because they don’t realize they are not legally required to do so. Our citizens are being preyed
upon.”

The article points out that towing firms are less regulated in Arizona than in the five states that share our
borders.

Please set time aside at a future study session for Mayor and Council to give direction on the
following:
« An ordinance requiring tow truck drivers to photograph the scene of an alleged parking violation
before towing
e An ordinance establishing a “cap” on towing and storage fees like the City of Phoenix at $105
for towing and $12 per day storage
« An ordinance requiring towing firms to reimburse motorists whose vehicles are wrongfully
towed
e An ordinance banning “cruising” for vehicles parked on private property.

CC: Mayor and City Council
Mayoral Chief of Staff Charlene Mendoza
City Manager Mike Ortega
Assistant City Manager Timothy Thomure
City Attorney Mike Rankin
Chief of Police Chad Kasmar
Captain Mickey Petersen
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